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Rasnoradin was summoned to see him and discuss the
matter.

Rasnoradin, old and gouty, gazed in dismay at the rope-
ladclcrs that hung from the tall ships. He could not picture
himself swinging on one of them. The galleys, on the other
hand, were comfortably low* Would Albuquerque be so
kind as to receive him on a galley?

On board Silvestre Corse's galley, festively upholstered,
Albuquerque and Rasnoradin embraced like long-lost
brothers. They talked agreeably of old times before broaching
the topic of the fort. Upon this delicate subject the two
fenced awhile. Rasnoradin affirmed that the King would be
delighted to give the fort to Albuquerque, but not upon the
site where it was first begun. That was practically on top
of the royal palace, and inconvenient to the last degree.
Turan Shah would build one at his own expense in any
other place that Albuquerque might select. But it so hap-
pened that Albuquerque did not want another place, and
in any case it was his firm intention that Turan Shah should
pay. Certainly, Albuquerque said sweetly, lie would not
insist; at the same time he gave Rasnoradin to understand
that the only other site likely to be of use to him would be
that already occupied by the mosque, Shocked at the pros-
pect of such sacrilege, Rasnoradin prepared to yield his
point.

This matter of the fort was in abeyance for several days.
Rais Ahmed opposed it very strongly, and Rasnoradin,
though anxious to oblige, would have preferred not to give
in. But Turan Shah was ready to do anything that placed
him under Portuguese protection. Albuquerque was his only
hope! In a burst of independence born of desperation he
sent word that the Governor might take possession of the fort.

Albuquerque did not wait to be pressed. The very next
morning Ormuz awoke to find the point of land, on which
the fort had once been in construction, entirely encircled by
a strong barricade. Stakes, planks, baskets filled with sand,
every sort of fencing material had been landed in the night,